Hawaii — Small Mouth Bass on the Kaukonahua

History...

even out When you think of Hawaii I’m not surefresh water bassfishingisthefirst thing that
comesto your mind... Especially hereon Oahu.

Oahu isknown for Waikiki beach, Pear| harbor, big wave surfing, sandy beaches and those naughty
hula girlsthat will steal your heart every time.

However, Hawaii isfull of surprisesasanyonewill tell you who haslived herefor awhile--- there
isn’t much we don’t have---- but we haveit in atropical setting so—gofigure.... And. Bassfishing -
- oh yesmy friend!!! Wegot that too....

- You just don’t know about it --- and if | was not writing thisarticle-- nobody else would either ---
sowhy am | putting pen to, paper? Good question! | am doing thisso you can learn thereismore
than meetsthe eye about “ Hawaii” ------ what you read from the“ Tourist” guide books---- and
because, your like me—--- you fish! Y ou havedoneit all your life since you were 6 yearsold—and if
god permits—you will still befishing until your 86... it’sin your blood, it’salifelong disease---- and
your lucky to have caught it.... If someone asksyou “Why do you fish” -- you already know “they”
will never under stand your answer ...

So where doesthat bring us—right back to the beginning— Hawaii, Oahu, and the Kaukonahua !'!!

The State of Hawaii iscomposed of volcanicislandsin the middle of the pacific ocean - Hawaii isthe
most isolated of any group of islandsfound any wherein theworld, Half way between California and
Japan -- in the middle of nowhere.

Theldandscover approx. 1500 milesnorth to south ... in thenorth, theidands arethe oldest, some
are nothing mor e but Atolls having been worn down by wind and rain over millions of years. Aswe
travel south, theislandsare*younger” in geological time, their mountainstrap prevailing moisture
in thetradewinds, and this causesrain tofall. Therain soaksinto the volcanic mountains, causing
small rivulets, thesethen cometogether to form smal | streamsand asthey reach thevalley floor, a
stream isformed. These Mountainsare called the Koolaus, and one of the streamsiscalled the
Kaukonahua. From the mountainstowhereit flowsinto the Pacific Ocean it isthelongest stream on
Oahu. Duringit’sflow tothe ocean it’sdammed up, siphoned off for irrigation, used asareservoir,
and by thetimeit does get to the ocean --- thereisn’t much left... But our story startsbeforethe
stream Taped by human handsto build their reservoir, or irrigatetheir sugar can fields. Our story
startswherethe stream still runspureand freefrom the hand of man...thisareaisknown as“the



east range” Itisahugearea, located in thecentral part of Oahu, mostly under control of the
Military. Sometimesreferred asthe” Schofield Barracks Military Reservation” —it ismostly jungle,
| trained thereback in 1963 asthe build up for Viet Nam wasin full swing-- for those of you too
young to remember this“ conflict” and what the*“ Draft” did to our lives--- beglad. ...— Read about
it in the history books....

Somewher e along theline, back when dinosaursruled theworld (I just liketo say that) Small mouth
basswereintroduced to Wahiawa State Fresh Water Park. It’sknown as“LakeWilson” and isall
part and par cel of the Wahiawareservair .... and guesswhat feedsthe Wahiawareservoir? You
guessed it ---- Kaukonahua stream...

Mile by mile, year by year the bass havetraveled up the Kaukonahua to the very base of the
mountains, wherethewater runsfresh and pure.... Thisisalso part of the Military reservation — and
you know what that means-- you can’t go there— naturally!!!  But all isnot lost--- you can still
accessthe kaukonahua, above thereservoir and beforeit turnsinto military prosperity.... And | am
goingtotell you how, solisten up ...

How to get there:

You will arriveat Honolulu Int. airport from where ever you started on themainland. Thisisthe
only airport on Oahu where commercial jetsland. Go to baggage claim; get your gear and pick-up
your rent-a-car. After leavingtheairport complex get on the H-2 highway heading for
WAHIAWA... When you seetheexit for Wahiawa get off and just follow thetraffic flow over the
bridge and into Wahiawa town ---- - just keep going straight, on a dight up-hill inclinefor about one
mile, look for a street sign on theright side of theroad that says CALIFORNIA AVE. Turnright.
You arenow on theright track ---- California Ave. heading Mauka ( towardsthe mountains) ,,,,,
keep on thisroad, winding asit goes for several miles, it will travel through aresidential area of
older homes. Go all theway totheend of California Ave. STOP-- you will know when you get
there because--- you will belooking into a huge forest of paperback trees. Thisisthetrail head for
the“Wahiawa HillsTrail” - No, thereisnosign, but the hugewater tank on theright isasuregive-
away... park your car, and re-read your book on Hiking Hawaiian trails that you picked up and
read beforeyou left on thisHawaiian vacation. Thisisthebeginning of how you are going to get to
the Kaukonahua stream.

GEAR

In that backpack you brought along---- stuff your fishing gear, Pac fly rod, lunch, and 2to 3 quarts
of water ... light jacket and your stream boots—that’sright —your goingto Wet wade.... Remember.
Your in HAWAII..... --- you're going to need your hiking bootsto hike on then trail ... and your
stream bootsto wet wade— plus spare socks, light rain jacket etc. etc. NOTE: Deanne ssecret No. 1
wear 100 nylon clothing - shortsand shirt - it istheonly thing wewear when in the“ bush” ---
underwear isoptional;--- | find it chafeslikehell sol go“Commando” style, if you get my drift.

L oose the skivvies.----- With 100 % nylon shortsand shirt you can besoaking wet one minute and
once out of thewater —bonedryin 15...

That fly rod should bea 5 weight, 3 or 4 piece, the more compact —thebetter, BLACK woolly
buggers or beaded nymphs—black color isthe key —thesebassgo nutsover the color black ...
that’sDean€' ssecret #2.... so remember them ------- I’m not giving away the farm to hear myself
talk....... regarding your casting... Many parts of the stream have overhead treelimbs hanging low
on thewater, so unlessyou likefishing for squirrels, Practiceyour “roll’ casting, you will bedoing
alot of it.

On theTrail

Ok, your geared up, pack on, all checked out —now where? Seethe paper bark treesahead of you
? Seethe huge water tank on your right - Ok, now gointothewoods, into thishuge area of

paper back treesand yes, you will seeatrail—several of them to be exact— you go straight ahead,
forget thesidetrails ...follow your nose until theland just dropsaway sharply —stop ! noticethat
ridgetoyour left ? That'sthe“trail” for about 25 yards, there should bearibbon marking the spot



whereyou begin a steep descent stepping on eucalyptusleavesthat can bevery slippery even when
dry -- Deane'ssecret # 3 haveyour collapsible stream staff out and handy — you will be using it
fromhereonin...

Follow thisridgeto the bottom, anybe 300 yards, you should seethetrail start here. Asit ismuch
better marked. Just begin following thistrail, put somemore*“ Trail markers’ up if you wish—
remember, you will be coming out, the sameway you went in...It islevel for awhile, then crossesa
very small --- if you can even call it that— “ stream” — and beginsto go climb up , switch-backing a
mountain.. Once on top you will notice big Mahogany treesand afork inthetrail---- go LEFT...and
continue on thistrail--- listen ! hear thewater ? that’sthe Kaukonahua stream you re hearing—
just keep following thetrail asit windsit’ sway down the mountain.. to the stream — Ohhhhhhh what
arelief —it only took you 30 minutes from thetimeyou left your car —to get to the stream --- OK....
OK maybe45 sinceyou took your time— point is—your there... and WOW... you never expected
that eh .. , looksjust like back home— except no snakes...no “skeeters’, and no“ Gaters’ and the
plants!!! never seen anythinglikethat before—and the birds-- they aredifferent too ... but the
stream — Ohhhhh look at that big pool by theledge—1 can’t wait. So-- you made your way down to
the stream, put on your stream boots, rigged up your flyrod .... Gotoit boy !!! it’sbetter fishing
up-stream with some huge pool, just takeit from there—1 don’t haveto tell you what to do--- just
judgeyour time. Work up stream asfar asyou want to go—timeit... asyou will haveto comeback --
-- sameway you camein... DON"T LEAVE THE STREAM.... And | don’t want to tell you twice..
WHY - becausel don’'t want to get somecall at 3am, saying some mainland numb-nuts islost in
the“East range’ in happens—hereisafact —we*“loose” peoplein thereevery year —tourists, who
arenot pre-paired, who go off on the“Wahiawa Hills Trail” and NEVER comeout.. they seea
“trail” which isreally a pig path, and whoops, fall off a cliff, takeawrongturn, and get Swallowed
up — bigtime...and wedon’t want that dowe!

CAUTION:

Oncein the Kaukonahua stream those stream boots and walking staff are a must, you will befishing
in astream that islocated in the bottom a winding valley that seemsto go on forever, and it almost
does.. it goesall theway to the base of the koolau M ountains, it would takeyou 3 daysto get toit's
sour ce and you only got so much daylight and you don’t want to bein therein thedark so plan your
return route accordingly — I can’t stressthat enough. Also, likeit or not, tobe*“legal” you need to
get Permission to accessthistrail—1 got totell you that .. you can get permission by writing to the
Directorate of facilities Engineering, U.S. Army support Command, Hawaii Fort Shafter, HI. 96858

Naturally we “locals’ always get permission.... Oh yea.

Better yet, contact our Trout Unlimited chapter by accessing our web pagewww.tuhi.us and seeif
any of our chapter membersaremaking thetreck tothe Kaukonahua, and you could tag along, we
are always open to other Trout Unlimited chapter members- | don't need totell you...... you got to
be“in-shape’ for thistype of Extreme Bassfishing.

Not to be left out — pigs, wild boar, yes, they live hereand are hunted by our local hunters... by
naturethese animalswant nothing to do with you, BUT — should you meet up with Mr. Piggy, He
hastheright of way -- they arelike 300 Ib. Black Volkswagens with BI G tusksthat could rip you- a
new one.... faster than it takesmetotypethis—so... don't trytodoa“Rambo” ..... Let the
“local” hunters dothe down-and-dirty with these black furry fuzz balls....stick to your fishing.



The BASS ;
You will find the small mouth arefurious eaters, they slam a Wolly-bugger likeafreight train. They
rangein sizefrom 6 inchesall theway up to 18, with reportsof really big ones—just in the next
hole.... With usit'sall catch-and-release, it'shard enough to hikein therewith all the stuff in your
pack — no sense adding mor e weight so wejust have fun catching them -

Stream levelsdepend on theamount of rain... most of thetimethe stream isfishable, BUT — heavy
rainsin the Wahiawa/ Schofield area can makethe stream un-fishable for several daysin arow—
Summer isthebest timeasthestream levelsare“normal”--- November through March it’s day by
day basis.....That’sour Rainy season..... again, best to contact our local TU chapter for an up-date.

And one more point, - you will need a State of Hawaii Fresh water fishinglicense. For residentsit’s$
5.00 for Non-residentsit’s$25.00tobe“Legal” you can writeto Division of Aquatic resour ces, dept.
of Land and natural resour ces, Kalanimoku Building, 1151 punchbowl St. Room # 330, Honolulu,
Hawaii, 96813

Hopeyou enjoyed thislittle* Travel log” from the 50™. State, it'sniceto know that herein the middle
of the Pacific Ocean we can still enjoy our fishing...... Adventurous, oh yea, but anything worth
having, likeaBI G small mouth bassin Paradise.... Isworth workingfor ...

Aloha Deane Gonzalez

.






